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Example of ‘seasonal’ rainfall, long-term average rainfall,
and rainfall tercile limits

Site 2000
rainfall
(mm)

40-year
average

1960-2000
(mm)

Lower tercile
Min / Max (mm)

Middle tercile
Min / Max (mm)

Upper tercile
Min / Max (mm)

Dori
Bouls
a
Hounde

276
210
563

371
466
606

215 / 330
210 / 399
362 / 544

343 / 417
403 / 490
547 / 664

419 / 540
493 / 977
672 / 885

.



CFAR provincial workshops
for
dissemination of 2002 forecast

•  Opening ceremony
•  Presentation of forecast
•  Discussion of response strategies
•  Plan for dissemination at village level

Village chief at opening ceremony, Dori

Southwest (Hounde’, June 19-21)

Central Plateau (Boulsa, June 25-27)

Sahel (Dori, July 1-2)



Forecast parameters

forecasts refer to seasonal quantity
not distribution

forecasts refer to zones
not villages or fields

forecasts refer to July, Aug, Sept only
no onset or end of rains

forecasts are probabilistic

Judith Sanfo (DMN) discussing
forecasts parameters with farmers in
Hounde’



Visual representations

“season’s” boundaries
(July, Aug, Sept or seogo)

Probability distribution for upper
(45%), middle (35%), lower (20%)
terciles (Hounde)



Teaching tools

100 color squares representing upper
(45), middle (35), lower (20) tercile

Spinner wheel on pie chart divided
into sectors representing terciles



Narrative explanations 
 

Metaphors, analogies
    
•  hospital patient 
•  pregnant woman

INERA technician Salifou Boena uses
words and gestures to translate
scientific notions for farmers, Boulsa

Farmer elucidates what he
understood for other farmers, Hounde’



Farmers’ understandings of 2002 forecast 

It will rain in July, Aug, Sept (it will rain for three months)

The season/rains will be ‘good’

There will be a lot of rain,
many big rains

Rain will be enough,
season will be normal

It will rain more than
last year

Farmers interpret forecasts in
relation to their evaluation of
the onset of the rains



SOFITEX memo to field agents,
dated June 6, announcing that
‘meteorological predictions seem to
indicate a ‘good’ rainy season



Sidwaya, Jun 18, 2002

45% probability: normal-humid

Forecasts relate to J, A, S

No temporal, spatial distribution

May at the earliest



Farmer Al Hadji Issa Kormodo
with sons proudly showing good
sorghum yields
(Boulsa, October 3, 2002)

… it must be recalled that at the beginning of the
season farmers were afraid because of a
problematic onset of the rains, so that  some
farmers had to plant five consecutive times before
the effective establishment of the season in July.
Today we can thank God that until now we continue
to receive rain and the harvest will be good this
year, there is the proof (sorghum field)…

Letter from the field


